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House of Commons, and attempting (after sufficient
proof of their failure) to govern with a minority."
These expressions of despondency were extorted from
Peel by the tactics presented by the Opposition in
regard to the Tithe Bill. Hardinge had obtained leave
to introduce the Bill on 20th March, and had explained
its provisions, which did not materially differ from those
contained in the Bill which Littleton had introduced on
behalf of the Whigs and the Tories had defeated in the
previous year. The Whigs could not therefore defeat
it directly. But the celebrated meetings at Lichfield
House between O'Connell and the Whig leaders had by
this time taken place, and had resulted in that "firm and
compact alliance," as Shiel called it, which was known to
partisans at the time as the "Lichfield House Compact."
It accordingly became possible to consolidate the
Opposition on the principle of appropriation, and on
30th March Lord John Russell moved, "That the
House do resolve itself into a Committee of the whole
House to consider the temporalities of the Irish Church."
The debate on this resolution lasted for four nights, and
in the division the ministers were defeated by a
majority of 322 to 289. Stanley and Graham voted
with Peel, but their followers were divided. Twelve
voted with the Opposition and some few others absented
themselves from the division. The "Derby Dilly " was
upset; Stanley could not keep Peel in office and could
not hold together a party of his own.
The division practically decided the fate of the
Government. But Peel seems to have thought it
expedient to force the leader of the Opposition still
further to define his policy, and did not immediately